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j ourna l homepage: www.e lsev ie r .com/ locate /bbamcrPrefaceCalcium signalling as a hub for translational medicine a starting point to
model lifeThe workshop organized by the European CNRS network (GDRE
n° 721) and the European Calcium Society on Calcium signalling as a
hub for translational medicine and a starting point to model lifewas held
in Logonna-Daoulas a small town at seaside close to Brest (France)
from the 20th–23rd of October 2013. The workshop was organized by
Catherine Leclerc, Thierry Capiod, Jacques Haiech Olivier Mignen and
Marc Moreau. This international workshop gathered 45 specialists of
calcium signalling coming from France and also from Belgium,
Germany, Japan, Poland, the United Kingdom and the USA.
The programme was divided into 4 main sessions.
The ﬁrst two sessions offered the opportunity to study calcium
signalling either by associating the calcium toolkit and the concepts
developed in synthetic biology or by the new powerful tools provided
by optogenetics.
Sessions 3 and 4 were more provocative and two coupled topics
were harshly discussed and opened a new reﬂexion: Is there any future
for Ca2+ toolkit pharmacology? and is there a relevance of the Ca2+
biomarkers in pathology? This raised the question of the deﬁnition of
a real good biomarker. A selection of articles from speakers present at
this workshop illustrates this special issue.
This excellent and well organized workshop was supported by the
following sponsors: CNRS, the Université of Betagne Occidentale, the
Région Bretagne, the Department of Finistère, the town of Brest and
its Metropole, the Mutuelle Générale de l'Education Nationale, and the
industrial societies Grosseron and Dutcher.
We thank all of the contributors of this special issue.
Marc Moreau, the current president of the European
Calcium Society, is one of the pioneers in the study of the
causal role played by calcium signalling in developmental
processes. He started in 1974, in the marine biological labo-
ratory of Roscoff (France) by showing the role of Ca2+ in
meiosis in starﬁsh and amphibian oocytes. In addition, he
has deciphered the role played by calcium channels during
fertilization in marine invertebrate eggs. In 1989 he moved
to Toulouse (France) to animate a team working on early
neurogenesis and nephrogenesis. He addressed a problem
that had remained unsolved since the beginning of the last
century, the neural induction in amphibians. He shows
the necessary and sufﬁcient role played by calcium and1 Tel.: +33 5 61 55 63 98.
2 Tel.: +33 3 68854270.how calcium controls gene expression during the early
neurogenesis. He has been interested in calcium imaging for a long time and has devel-
oped several approaches with bioluminescent probes.
To gather the French and the European community working on the role of calcium signal-
ling in normal and pathological situations he has built several scientiﬁc networks support-
ed by CNRS and has created an International Associated Laboratory of CNRS between
Toulouse and Hong Kong University of Science and Technology (China).http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.bbamcr.2014.06.003
0167-4889/© 2014 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.Dr. Jacques Haiech is a professor at the School of Biotechno-
logical Engineering of Strasbourg (France). He is also an
expert in biotechnology and bioinformatics and acts as an
expert counselor for the FrenchMinistry of Research in life sci-
ence domain. His main area of research is the role of calmodu-
lin in deciphering calcium signals. He obtained his Masters in
mathematics in 1974 and his PhD in biochemistry in 1978. In
1987 and 1993, he was a visiting associate professor of the
Pharmacology Department of Vanderbilt University, Nashville,
Tennessee, and a visiting professor at Northwestern University
in the Molecular Pharmacology Department, Chicago (USA).
He is the author of more than 150 scientiﬁc publications and
awarded ‘Chevalier de l'Ordre duMérite’, a high Frenchdistinc-
tion for outstanding services to the country.
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